
New Marriage Preparation Program starting this fall - Witness to Love 

This fall, we are starting a new marriage prep 

program at the parish called Witness to Love. 

This program is offered to all engaged couples 

as well as civilly married couples seeking 

sacramental marriage. Witness to Love seeks to 

offer newly engaged or civilly married couples a way to witness healthy marital family love and 

family life from a mentor couple, while integrating them into their parish life. The key 

component of this program is for the newly engaged or civilly married couple to choose a 

mentor couple to journey with them in preparing for marriage and to remain a source of support 

after the wedding day. This program’s proven techniques have shown to substantially assist 

couples in setting the foundation for a long-lasting, happy marriage! 

We’re excited to begin this program, starting in September 2022, and ask your prayers for all 

our engaged couples – as well as for all married couples in our parish. We pray that this is the 

first of many steps to strengthen our support for the beautiful sacrament of marriage here at 

Sacred Hearts and to provide opportunities for further marriage enrichment. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a Catholic who got married outside of the Church? We invite all Catholics who got 

married outside of the Church to seek validation of their civil union in the Church so that you 

can receive the grace of the sacrament of marriage. Come receive the sacramental grace and 

the blessings that God has in store for you!  

 

Grace is favor from God, free help that God offers to all to help us respond to his call to love as 

he loves--totally and unconditionally. Happy and holy marriages are a central part of God’s plan 

for salvation and they are the pillars of any parish community. You and your spouse have 

beautiful gifts to offer your parish and your community, as well as an important part to play in 

fulfilling God’s plan for a joy-filled world! We invite all Catholics in civil marriages to come 

forward, get married in the Church, and receive the power and grace of this sacrament. Begin 

your married life anew, filled with the grace and peace of God! 

As Catholics, we are expected to get married in a Catholic ceremony in front of a priest or 

deacon because marriage is a sacrament and Jesus entrusted the sacraments to his Church. 

That’s why if a Catholic marries outside the Church in a merely civil ceremony, even though the 

union is recognized under civil law, it is not recognized by the Church. 

Amy Klarkowski is the coordinator of these initiatives and will be at our parish for the 

Witness to Love Kick-Off weekend August 27th and 28th after all Masses. For more 

information about the Civil Marriage Initiative, please contact Ms. Klarkowski directly at 

(608) 821-3068 or send an email to amy.klarkowski@madisondiocese.org. 


